
                  153 35
th
 Street, Brooklyn, New York 11232-2307|  T  718·965·7950 

www.brooklynprospect.org  

 

June, 2010 

Dear Students,  

When we first met at our Accepted Students event in April, many of you shared with us the titles of 

your favorite books.  We were so impressed and pleased with how much you love reading!  We 

wanted to share with you one of our favorite books and also suggest some titles for you to read over 

the summer. 

Esperanza Rising,  by Pam Munoz Ryan, is an amazing story of a young girl who leaves her home in 

-ÅØÉÃÏ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÉÎ ρωσπȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅȟ Esperanza, meanÓ ȰÈÏÐÅȱ 

in Spanish, but the year of 1930 was a very difficult time in the United States.  Economic events in 

the autumn of 1929 began what historians refer to as The Great Depression, a period of slow 

economic activity that lasted for more than ten years.  Many workers lost their jobs, and many 

families were forced to endure incredibly challenging circumstances.  When Esperanza emigrates 

ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÅÌÓÅ×ÈÅÒÅȱɊ ÆÒÏÍ -ÅØÉÃÏȟ ÓÈÅ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ Á 

very comfortable life oÎ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÆÁÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÈÅÒ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÎÅ× ÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÒ 

ÈÅÒÓÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȩ  ) ×ÏÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅ 

because I want you to read it for yourself! 

  To help you understand the story, we have prepared a list of words and definitions that you should 

keep with you as you read.  Use this list or a dictionary to look up EVERY word you come across that 

you do not know.  We will work hard this year to help each of you develop strong vocabularies, and 

reading this book is a great way to start!  

After reading the book, these assignments should take no longer than one week to complete.   

All of your assignments should be completed before you come to the first day of student 

orientation. Good luck and happy reading!  

Sincerely, 

Your Teachers 



2010 Summer Assignments 

Summer Assignment Checklist 

ELA  

o Read Esperanza Rising. 

o Choose 15 words from word list. 

o Copy the sentence from the book that contains each word. 

o Write your own original sentence for each word. 

o Write three paragraphs describing how Esperanza changes over the course of the book. 

o Read a second book in addition to Esperanza Rising. 

 

Humanities 

o Write one letter to Mr. Brill , as if you were Esperanza. 

o Complete the North America map assignment. 

o Complete the Middle East and Africa map assignment. 

o Solve the Country World Scramble. 

 

Science 

o Visit a museum exhibit related to science and write a journal entry about it. 

o Read a book about a science topic that interests you and write a journal entry about it. 

o Do a science experiment and write a journal entry about it. 

 

Math 

o Complete Math packet (try to set aside 20-30 minutes a day for math work). 

 

Art  

o Draw a picture of two summer fruits or vegetables. 

o Visit at least one museum or gallery and sketch your favorite piece that you see. 

 

Spanish 

o Research one country in South America, Central America or the Antilles. 

 

ELA Assignment 
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As you read Esperanza Rising, please keep the following four steps in mind. I look 

forward to seeing and hearing about your work when school resumes in the fall!  

~Mr. Cetrulo   

 

Step 1: Reading New Words 

To help you understand the story, I have prepared a list of words and definitions.  Keep 

this list with you as you read, and use this list or a dictionary to look up EVERY word you 

come across that you do not know.  We will work hard this year to help each of you develop 

strong vocabularies, and reading this book is a great way to start! 

 

Step 2: Writing  New Words 

When you have finished reading the book, I want you to practice using some of these 

new words.  First, choose 15 words you did not know from the list of vocabulary words I 

provided.  For each word you choose, copy out the sentence in the book that contains the 

word.  Then, write out your own original sentence that contains the word.  You can write 

about anything you like as long as the sentence contains the word you have chosen. 

 

Step 3: Writing About Characters  

As your final work with Esperanza Rising, please write three (3) paragraphs about the 

main character, Esperanza.  The first paragraph should describe Esperanza in the beginning of 

the book.  The second paragraph should describe her at the end of the book.  The third paragraph 

should answer the following question: 

Has Esperanza changed at all from the beginning of the story to the end? 

a. If yes, how has she changed, and what major events caused her to change? 

b. If no, do you think she will ever change? Why or why not? 

 

Step 4: Student Choice Reading 

You will be able to choose most of the books you read next year, and we want you to get 

an idea of what kind of books you like.  Your teachers have made some recommendations, and 

we would like you to please choose at least ONE (1) book from the following list and read it 

over the summer. 

When you come to school next year, your advisor will want to know what you thought of 

the book that you chose, so you may want to keep a journal about your thoughts while you read.  

Most important, though, is that you read and enjoy the book! 

 

Margaret Craven, I Heard the Owl Call My Name 

Amid the grandeur of the remote Pacific Northwest stands Kingcome, a village so ancient 

that, according to Kwakiutl myth, it was founded by the two brothers left on earth after the great 

flood. The Native Americans who still live there call it Quee, a place of such incredible natural 

richness that hunting and fishing remain primary food sources. But the old culture of totems and 

potlatch is being replaces by a new culture of prefab housing and alcoholism. Kingcome's 

younger generation is disenchanted and alienated from its heritage. And now, coming upriver is a 

young vicar, Mark Brian, who has two years to live. Sent to this Indian parish in British 



Columbia, Mark embarks on a journey of discovery that can teach him -- and us -- about life, 

death, and the transforming power of love. 

 

Christopher Paul Curtis, The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 

A wonderful novel narrated by Kenny, 9, about his middle-class black family, the Weird 

Watsons of Flint, Michigan. When Kenny's 13-year-old brother, Byron, gets to be too much 

trouble, they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up. 

And they happen to be in Birmingham when Grandma's church is blown up. 

 

Kate DiCamillo, Because of Winn Dixie 

This novel tells the story of ten-year old Opal. She has just moved to Naomi, Florida with 

her preacher father. On an errand to the grocery store Opal finds a large, ugly, homeless dog. 

Opal is immediately attached to the dog whom she names Winn Dixie after the grocery store 

where she finds him. Together they make friends with Otis, an ex-convict who runs the local pet 

store; Miss Fanny, the librarian who has a desk full of "Litmus Lozenges" a type of candy which 

her great grandfather invented; and Gloria Dump, the lady the local children think of as a witch 

because of her jungle-like yard. This book will make you laugh as Opal and Winn Dixie make 

friends with these very likable characters in this small southern town. 

 

Jeff Kinney, Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Series #1) 

It's a new school year, and Greg Heffley finds himself thrust into middle school, where 

undersized weaklings share the hallways with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving. 

The hazards of growing up before you are ready are uniquely revealed through words and 

drawings as Greg records them in his diary. 

In book one of this debut series, Greg is happy to have Rowley, his sidekick, along for 

the ride. But when Rowley's star starts to rise, Greg tries to use his best friend's newfound 

popularity to his own advantage, kicking off a chain of events that will test their friendship in 

hilarious fashion. 

 

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird 

The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of 

conscience that rocked it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical 

success when it was first published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was 

later made into an Academy Award-winning film, also a classic. 

Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the 

roots of human behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, 

humor and pathos. Harper Lee always considered her book, now with over 18 million copies in 

print in forty different languages, to be a simple love story. Today it is regarded as a masterpiece 

of American literature. 

 

Lois Lowry,  The Giver 

Eleven-year-old Jonas lives in a seemingly ideal world. There is no war or pain, and there 

are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the community. When Jonas turns 12, he is 

chosen to receive special training from The Giver himself -- a man who alone holds the key to 

the true pain and pleasure of life: memories. Now it is time for Jonas to receive the truth. What 

will Jonas do once he experiences the power of deep emotions? This gripping and provocative 



                  153 35
th
 Street, Brooklyn, New York 11232-2307|  T  718·965·7950 

www.brooklynprospect.org  

Newbery Award-winning novel keeps readers turning the pages and exploring the special 

qualities that make us each human. 

 

Wilson Rawls, Where the Red Fern Grows 

A young boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart's desire when he becomes the owner 

of two redbone hounds and teaches them to be champion hunters. Together, the three of them 

experience danger, adventure, love, and sorrow. 

 

Rick Riordan, The Lightning Thief (Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Book 1) 

What if the gods of Olympus were alive in the 21
st
 Century? What if they still fell in love 

with mortals and had children who might become great heroes -- li ke Theseus, Jason and 

Hercules?  What if you were one of those children?  Such is the discovery that launches twelve-

year-old Percy Jackson on the most dangerous quest of his life. With the help of a satyr and a 

daughter of Athena, Percy must journey across the United States to catch a thief who has stolen 

the original weapon of mass destruction ï Zeusô master bolt. Along the way, he must face a host 

of mythological enemies determined to stop him. Most of all, he must come to terms with a 

father he has never known, and an Oracle that has warned him of betrayal by a friend. 

 

Jerry Spinelli , Maniac Magee 

When Jeffrey Lionel Magee wanders into Two Mills, Pennsylvania, a legend is in the 

making. Before too long, stories begin to circulate about how fast and how far he can run and 

about feats so incredible they earn him the nickname "Maniac." 

  

John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men 

Originally published in 1937, this is the timeless story of George Milton and Lennie 

Small, ranch hands who drift from job to job, always one step ahead of the law and a few dollars 

from the poorhouse. George is small, wiry, sharp-tongued and quick-tempered; slow witted 

Lennie is his oppositeðan immense man, brutishly strong but naturally docile, a giant with the 

mind of a child. Despite their difference, George and Lennie are bound together by a shared 

vision: their own small farm, where they'll raise cows, pigs, chickens, and rabbits, where they'll 

be their own bosses and live off the fat of the land. 

When they find work on a ranch in California's Salinas Valley, the dream at last seems 

within reach. If they can just save up a little money. . . . But their hopes, like "the best-laid 

schemes of mice and men," begin to go awry. The story unfolds with the power and inevitability 

of a Greek tragedy, as Lennie commits an accidental murder, and George, in a riveting, deeply 

moving finale, must do what he can to make things turn out right.  

   



 

Vocabulary for Esperanza Rising 
 

# WORD Page #  Part of Speech   Definition 

 

1 incline   2  noun   land that slopes upward 

2  scythe   4  noun   a tool with a curved, single-edged blade 

3  arbor   5  noun   a shelter of vines or branches 

4  cluster   5  noun   a number of similar things that occur together 

5  court   7  verb   to pay respectful attention to 

6  vicious  8   adjective  characterized by vice or evil; corrupt or depraved 

7  premonition  9  noun   a warning in advance 

8  serenade 9   verb/noun  to perform a vocal or instrumental piece of music 

9  congregate  9   verb   to assemble or collect 

10  camisole  10   noun   a short sleeveless jacket for women 

11  adobe   10   noun   a brick of sun-dried earth 

12  horizon  10   noun   the line where the sky seems to meet the earth 

13  sprawl   11   verb/noun  to spread the limbs in a relaxed position 

14 scold   11   verb   to find fault angrily 

15  capricious  13   adjective  tending to change abruptly and without reason 

16  aroma   14   noun    a pleasant odor 

17  tallow   21   noun   white and nearly tasteless fat 

18 anguish  23   noun   great mental suffering 

21 quivery  25   adjective  shaky with a tremendous motion 

22 condolence  26  noun   an expression of sympathy with another in grief 

23  rosary   27   noun   a string of beads used to keep count of prayers 

24  crochet  29   noun/verb  needlework consisting of the interlocking stitches 

25  indignation  30   noun   anger or scorn resulting from injustice 

26  enveloped  40   verb   to wrap up or cover completely 

27  deliberate  42   adjective/verb  carefully thought out and performed 

28  trance   42   noun   a state of altered consciousness resembling sleep 

29  smoldering  43   adjective  burning or smoking without flame 

30  skillet   43   noun   a pot or kettle with a long handle 

31  mortar   43   noun   a very hard bowl in which substances are ground 

32  phoenix  50   noun   a bird that symbolizes immortality 

33  shawl   50   noun   an oblong cloth worn by women as a covering 

34  guava   58   noun   tropical fruit-bearing American plants 

35  persistent  62   adjective  refusing to relent 

36  mesmerize  64   verb   to hypnotize or spellbind 

37  doting   64   adjective  foolishly or excessively fond of 

38  jostle   65   verb   to bump or push 

39 thicket   66   noun   a thick growth of shrubs 

40  reek   66   verb/noun  to have a strong, unpleasant smell 

41  undulate  68   verb   to cause to move in waves 

42  monotonous  72   adjective  going on in the same tone without variation 

43  valise   72   noun   a suitcase 

44  crippled 78   adjective/verb  lame or disabled 
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45  complexion  79   noun   the general appearance or nature 

46  stagnant  81   adjective  without motion or current, not moving 

47  grime  81  noun   sooty dirt covering a surface 

48  demeanor  82   noun   outward behavior or conduct 

49 frail   86   adjective  easily shattered, broken or damaged 

50  cherub   88   noun   a winged heavenly being that acts as a guardian 

51  barren   90   adjective  unable to produce offspring 

52  nauseous  92   adjective  affected with sickness or disgust 

53 hillock  95   noun   a small hill or mound 

54 tamarisk  99   noun   tree or shrub with tender branches and flowers 

55  cot   102   noun   a narrow, collapsible bed 

56  foreman  106   noun   person in charge of a group or department 

57  plaited   109   adjective  braided or interweaved 

58  accost   114   verb   to approach and speak to in an aggressive way 

59  gingerly  114   adverb   very carefully or cautiously 

60  wrung   114   verb   to squeeze or twist (past tense of ñwringò) 

61  unrelenting  116   adjective  not yielding, determined 

62  ridicule  117   verb/noun  to laugh at or make fun of 

63  shrug   119   verb/noun  to hunch shoulders up to express indifference 

64  shrine   123   noun   the tomb of a saint, a place for devotion 

65  trellis   124   noun   a frame of latticework for growing plants 

66  burlap   127   adjective   made of a course fabric 

67 hull   128   noun   the frame or body of a boat or a ship 

68  huddled  131   adjective/verb  closely packed 

69  shabby  135   adjective  thread-bare and faded from great wear 

70  extravagant  136   adjective  excessive, unduly lavish 

71  amber   147   adjective  yellowish or brownish fossil resin 

72  tumbleweeds  147   noun   a plant, broken away from roots, carried by wind 

73  hazy   149   adjective  obscured or darkened 

74  eerie   150   adjective  weird or uncanny 

75  squint   150   verb   to look or peer with the eyes partly closed 

76  encrusted  151   adjective  covered as with a crust 

77  spasm   151   noun/verb  abnormal or involuntary muscle contraction 

78  immunize  156   verb   to create resistance in the body 

79  skein   161   noun   a loosely gathered spool of yarn or thread 

80  trance   163   noun   catatonic state where the body functions normally 

81  convent  163   noun   a local community or house of religious order 

82  grotto   164   noun   a cave 

83  cavernous  168   adjective  of large or unknown size 

84  bereft   168   adjective  deprived of or lacking something 

85  musty   174   adjective  tasting or smelling of dampness or decay 

86  vapor   179   noun   fine particles floating in the air (as smoke or fog) 

87  glycerine  180   noun   a sweet syrupy alcohol used as a solvent 

88  mesquite  181   noun/adjective  leafy trees or shrubs often used to grill 

89  supple   181   adjective  capable of bending without breaking 



90  pneumonia  182   noun   an inflammatory disease of the lungs 

91  halo   184   noun   a circle of light surrounding the head or body 

92  loamy   186   adjective  similar in appearance to loose soil 

93  indignation  188   noun   anger aroused by something unjust 

94  intestine  189   noun   a tubular extension from the stomach 

95  twinge   192   verb   to feel a sharp, sudden pain 

96  spigot   193   noun   a faucet 

97  menace  200   noun   a threat or danger 

98  asylum  214   noun   a place of refuge or protection 

99  anxiety  225   noun   emotional or mental unease 

100  antiseptic  231   adjective  scrupulously clean 
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Humanities Assignment 

  



 

Map # 1                                                                                                             Name: __________ 
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